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VIH~"ney

ocenTS eV('n thou j:!'h a gt'JI~ral state p]("ction is
held in that y('ar. The Governor is eDlpow('red to ap.
point a judge to hold the offioe until the term of the
jndlte elected by the people commenc"". which would
he th e first Monday after the fi rst day of Jann.ry (0110winl1 the date of the election.
During the last year of 1111 in cum bent's t ("rm, the
people elt'd a suect>SSOr to th t> offiee for a full 6 Yl'ar
t erm commPllfin:;: th e followin g- ·year. However. 'if a
Y~('lInl'y occnrs in tllt'" offi('e (Inrin f!' tht' iJlcnlllbt.> nt 's
In... yea r. tht· e lt'~,.'ti o n fOf th c slI cc('ssor cannot be h(>ld
.11lrin:.; thM t Y('llr. and ":tn be II r lll only lit th e next
~rnl'r81 shtft· t-Iect ioll aft er tll e rlo,;,:( of that yrar', whieh
wonld norma lly be 2 yrurs lat rr. TII1I ~ und t'r th e con·
!ititlltiollnl provision a ~ now wurdl"'ct til{' people are
tir ni ed th e ri:.:ht to VOff for a suprl'iol' COll!'t j ud:,!c every
(; yf'lIrs if H ,'aca m'Y C)('(' tlI'S during tht' lust yl'n r of an
incumlX'nt ':-; term.
Th is ullu-'ntlmr nt would rrO\'iclt, th at in tilosr l'usr;;
where th e vacan c-y Ol~e urs in th(' Inst yra r of I1U incum.
bent 's tr rm of offi('e. tl1 r offi ce shall be filled In' the
elpct ion of a judge for a full term in th e SCUIl i" ~' (,:Ir
th at t ht' \';:h:aucy occllrrrd in th r same mimner and to

the SIlme eif'tct IlS if t hp YHI ' i:l1lC'Y had IH... ocs.rred. l.'his
will avoid th e situation outlinrd abov... where, by re....
son or a "acaoey oec urring du r ing tht lut"ar ol the
incumbent's term, the people are depri,'f'd 01. the right
which they would other;viSt" have to \,01 .. for eueb office
at the gene"al state election in that year. The Oovernor would be requirrd to appoint 8 jud~"e to een'e the
1mexpired portion of th e incumbent's tt"l"a and until
thl' term of the eleeted slIcCl"SSOr to the officeeommenced
ill thp followi ng ,January .
This is eonsistent with the-present policy of filling
the offier of ~ upr-rior cOlirt judl!C by m~ of the elee.
tion pro<:es." e\'cry six years and insul"H a greater degrfe of 1000ai control oyer public officers....mg within
8 locality.
Vote Yt"S.
OEORGE J. HATFIBLD
State S.nator, 24th Diotrlct

OUEGORY P. MAUSBART
Jlld ge of the Supt'rior Court
of I he State of California
in and for the CoUDQ- of ?ofereed

PROPERTY TAX STATEMENTS. Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 19. AllI c nd ~ S!'et iOB 8 of Article XIII of COllstitu-
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YB8

tioll . Authorizcs Le gi ~laftll'e to permit nlllllta\ property tax;
to he "('rified by tax)lay er '~ writt en dl'c\arntion
und er pCllalty of perjury, as a\t erllative to vcritic'ation hy oni h
of t:lxpayl'l'.
~t :lt f' ln e nls

(For Full Test of lIIe ..ore, Be. Page 27, Part II)
AMlysis bi the Legislative ConDleI
l'orsoll31 properl y have brell nuthon-L This proThe consti tutional pruvision ",hiell WOHld b(' nnlt' lhlrll posal has no b('arjn~ on th(' subj ect aod Ie ten6ned exby this ntt"asllre u ire('fs th (-' Lf':,!isl<t tl1 rt· t u rr(luirc t'adl (·Iusin·ly to simplifyin:.: th £' lIll'thod by ••100 a prop.
property faxpa.\'{·r to deli\'('r to ti1{' ~'o\l llt y 1Is'<..;C'sso r u t'r ty tax rrt nrQ may be made as to all .l'OfItrty. both
statrnlt'n t shu win:,! th t' rl'al and Pl'fS(,'lIIll pfUpt'rty rr ul a nd p(, l'~onnl.
ownt'd b~· or l1ncl t>r til ... ('Unfrf,1 Hf fh l' !Ilxpuyt'r Us of
Y UII are urg('u to vote YES 0 11 this proposition. In
noon on t he first :\I nnd a,' of )J ar,·h . The R1U (' ndmrn t so dui nJ:. you will se r\'~ your own OODWIlience as 8
whic-h this 1lJt'H.!'lIrl' ruak;s would pt' rlllit the uSC" of It tuxpayt'r unu will prorn olr th(' (,mei(>'H~~ 01 the assessor.
written del 'lat •. : iUII lItHh'r Iwnalti t>S of perjury a~ un
R.\LPII M. BRO\VN
alternati yl" tn III" 0:1111 whi d l is now re'l u ired on th e
l\(E'1Ilber of
Assembly,
filing of t he :itst f' llI" '
30th Diltl'iet

l 'IlX
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Argument in Favor or A.sembly Conltitutional
Amendment No_19
By 9do p ti n~ th is .\ UINHirU (·nt to the California
Constitution, yotl"rf.; will ,·Iimiullte th e buruensome reo
quirement that all prOpt' rty tn:.: statt'Dlt'nts filed with
assessors must be matle ullll r r oath.
Now, a property owner ('annot complete a stattDlent
for the as.wssor in th e sa rn e way that he would· make
1m income or sni ps tax r eturn. Instead. he must app(>ar
personally at the aSS<'~sor 's offict' to ta ke an oath that
the stat em('nt is rorrect.
If the crowds and d.-lays a t thr Conrt House make
liuch prOCedn ff> difficult , there are two alt l'rnaf iYrs, bllt
they are lxlth im'OIlYf lli t'llt. The lax pay(' r DUty take the
oath in his own home if he happPDs to be th C're wh (,11
an 8sses."O r ~s til·ld d(' puty "alls or hp may appear before
a notary public for the purpose of beillg sworn..
For several years, taxpayerN hlwe hf'en spared such
ineonve-nif}lt(! in (.oonnection with their sales and in·
come tax rrturns. Th ~ may simply be signed and
mailed without th e necessity of taking all oath. To
saftgl1aru th e public interest, th e la\\' pro\'itlt's thr
H8Jlle penalties for false returns as would apply if t:JC
r!'ports were made under oat h.
Aftpr this a mendm(,lIt i~ adopted, property flupayers may make their r<>turJ)S to assessors under th e
Ra.me modern method. 1\0 ot her change in th e law will
result. Under 8noth!' r consfitutional provision (Sec.
tion 14, ArtieJf> XIII ), since 1933 special methods to

Argument Against A.uembly CouSIIationai
Amendment No. 111
Present practices in assessment of preperty place
the burdeJl of making th e n:s8('Ss m ~nt oa t.he ass~sor.
Dep uty aSSfSSOrg call at the home or plaee of busint'SS
a nd place a yalue on th e taxpayer's hoidiDp. Under the
plan c'Jlltemplated, the propelRY tax statfments would
be mailed to the taxpayer with instruetKms to list his
property, ~ign the statement" under tbe penalties of
perjury" and return it to th e alSliessor. Thus. tbe burden
of makh.g the assessment would, in a aenIe, be shilted .
f~olll th e HS);(>S.')O r to th e taxpayer.
'rhere is no assurance that taxpayen witb similar
huldings would file similar \'oluntary property stat<.>·
ments. For example, some t n::cpaypra • • t include
clot hing and oth er personal effec ts wh il!h ••• matter of
pract ice, are lIot now a.~~, while other ta:zpayers
mil!ht not. There would not be the same -.uranee or
uniform, equit able asst'ssrn ent as exi&tll WIder preBent
practices.
At present, wh en proPf'rty stattmtn.. are made
und er oath to the "",",>;sor. aeeepted. and v.",ed by the
U~""'~iC lr , the as-o;essmelit is final when the ro'la.rectosed,
Hlltl th e taxpayer is relie\'("(l of further uneertainties.
Und er the proposed \:hange, t he enabling legislation
l.'o ultl })ro\'ide t hat. Rs-;e.~~illl! offic'el"'ll co uld re-open th e
a~'S.'im('nt at !Wme later period a nd question the items
pre"iously returned, th us extending th t" pel'iod of un.
ferta inty. Extension of the period or uncertainty with
respect to final detennination of secu ..... ·• ~l'IOnal prop-
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It is appropriate t o be a lmost o\·c r·('fill t ioIlS itt
nppro"in::r c ha nges in aSSeS811lr nt proc<"du T'('S Il nd pr j.,.•..
({ru ts establish('(i O\'er a lo n ~ peri()(1 or y<"ars. If
AS-Io';CSSOrs should dec ide to enforce st ring'clltl." antllit cr.
lI lI." th e provisions of the propos~l am endmcll t. :111
t nxpa."e rs wo uld b(' r e(tlliroo to i tem ize even ' arti c·le (I (
persona l pro pe rty own E:d includin g', for exal;lple. we.' r_
in:: 8ppa rt." l ; o th erwi se they would , in f'ffect , ('n lllmit
perjlll·Y. and be s u bject to p l'osecnticm 011 1'1'1l)1!\'

erty a!;..~ c~mtnts

mi:;:ht bc-(·loud the f i 'I , ~ to p rope rty
And complicate its; trall ~ rer.
1'hf' rc mav be reAsons wh y the p rl' ~l'lIt I1Il'1hod of
R!'ses..Io'; ment is eumbersome a;ld not ('(\m ph·t cl., · sali<;f Helo ry. Thfre may be ::OOt l rcasont;; ~' hy Mille l~ ha l1:;:-(,s
~h ol1ld be mad e. but lax I:1WS l>e inl!' as IIlI Jlt)rt a llt as they
nrf'. the WJl3.H N shou ld kllow I"X1H' t!.r what asses.~
Inf'ut IHRchinr r \' wou ld br !'lOf' t 111 1if Ihi.. nnH'u!IU:l" llt werr
apPI"(" 'NI by tI!r r lO'(;lorl1l r. F' r"l fl H'nllr .ti:t> 1C':;:-i;;;laturc
~( I O Pb an cnablint: <Irt :ri b.' ''ulIlc ('IT" I~ ! !\',' u p;'!! auo p.
tion of R consti tu ti on .. i "111C'llIlmcnt. l: llf :-O il·1t has not
lW~1I ""lit! in thil' C'I\.~
W hilf' it is (' lllimNf t ll"t t ht, :ltllC'lhit ' '~ l1 t " '''01·1 ma kc
Jlo:-... ihli' t hc ('li rn ililltioll o f a lar:;:e lIum h.·1' flf t('Ill-

f' hnq!t'S. Fllr t hermOTP, the enl(lr~em e nt o f the ~('O fl(l hf
~oHr nme ntal uuthority in SIIf'1t a vague ma nner. i(
l'Ilfor eoo lit era ll.". could t,0 lweintb1r be used a~ a p'J liti.
1:41 1 wea pon a::rainst ci tizens in<:l1l'rillg th e dis pl easure n£
1'(' r:;01l5 in public office_
lTA YO E:\ F . .)(\:\ ES
30li1 Yi ewfi eld .he.
Rt. 2. Pnt!ntc. ('al ir.

p"l'lIril~'

cmplll.vN.1 depu ly a ~sf's.<;o r:, :lnd u .. lI lt ill sa \,Ih e 1 : IXr ll~·f'rs . t he n'" i!'i nO l hi n~ ill t l..· I'l'oposf'd
:lll h' l~d l!li' nt rf\ilui l 'ill~ ('Iimin:l fioll 0: II,,,,,,, ('III PI.,y('('s.
im.'"

ti l

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY FOR ASSESSMENT. Assembly
()Qnstitutional Amendment No. 20. Alll c lld ~ Scct iOll 3 of Arti ·Ie
xrrr of ('oll,i illl ti oll. Eli lllilla tc~ r eq llircmcnt. that federa))~'
~('rt.iOlli ?l'd 1,111<1 ('(mta'lIi !! >: mO)r(' than fi40 acres ~ hall be assessed
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hy

RCf! f i nll :,- 0 1'

fra ,·t ion .. of :-:t.,(ot iOll :-:.

YES

NO

(For Fall Text of Measure, See Pag" 27, Part il)
ti on \\ ith rc!;prct to the n~~pssmen t Itf 1111111 par\,,·l ...
Vote YE S 011 this proposition. h will imp nw ... prupert,,- tax th.·scr iption m ethods withou t olli(' rwis\.· ,.}WII:;in:;:- th e Jegisillt j,·c authority ill snch matt crs ill :IIlY
way. .

A ••lYlis by the Legislative Counsel
T hi .. C'ofl lO tiI1l1 ion;.1 a l11('III" II{'n t wi ll .li min ate :tn
f' Xi :-li nC' rCq u irf'mc nt t hat f'wry 'Til(' 01 l..IIIri (.'o ntailli n~ mor(' (hAil 640 1H.· r ('~ whi d l has b('ell !-o'·c· t ioni7.('d by
t h,~ F f',I (' r!l1 OO \'{' rnrn r llf :-Iwll b,' <I!'!'i,'sst'(t fllr p roperty
tax 1'1I 1'1l0S('S by Sf'C't ioll:' (IT f lM ti(ms o f :-o,·d i'llls. It will
al ... 1) d . . lr te " d irc·...·l io n to t hr l A' ~ i s l aflll't · th at it proyi,"'" fur fht" a.""CSSUlf'IIt. in sma ll trac t ~. of land whi ch
ha:- 1Iot ~n ~l'(' ti O lliZl'd by t hl' L'u ih'd :--;t a li' ;:- (joH l'n-

RALPH M. BROWN
Member of the-A s~e mb)y. 30th District

Argument Against AJsembly Constitutional
Amendment No. 20
Th i!'i Constitutio nal Amendme nt was pr o)po"I~ l l fQr

lIl" n!.

Til t:' d T('{' t " 'ill b" f r, ill\·I'''1 t h(' r.,·~i . . lat n rr wi t h
~" I H' ra ! a llih o r it ~ t o IH'u"j t!p b... la w for tltl' d \·.;o:r iptinn
of lalill r.1r tRX

a~..."S."m t~ lIt

pllrl'l. . . I.<;.

Argument in F avor of Assembly Const it ution.l
Amendment No. 20
. Th i.. C"o nl;titllfio nnl .\ Ill"II.Jn."Il ! will :-oill: l'li r~' ;mcl
I ll1pr(I\' (' th e mt'lho'l flf d ":-" ri hillt: l;tr~" Ir;H: l~ \11' land
f flr Inx rurpo;;Ni ill ( ·a lifurn ia. it nw,k ... ,jO 110 oth er
rha ng'" in 111(' I)(,\u (' r of t h,· 1."!!j .. I:ltllrl' l i l prrsc ribc
hflw pl'Opl'rt.\· !ooh., n h(' t lt x(',l.
('11",' r ;'n l Ci7[1

1'1'\1\

j"~I'!' "IH' llt'''i' r :t tr~H· t ('ont a ins

nlfl rl' Ihan 61{J if,t'r('l'o . it 111 I 1 hi'> .li : ,tlNl C.):" . 1;.....es.." nH' l1t
pll rp.o",' .. in to. pttrrd ,., /l ut (' "",·/·dlll!! t h:..f a\·r:':1l;!c. T he
r rq lll ri'lIIr nt I. "h~'I III .' i~ 'ihf' I;Hui hlt l;;, b<'i" rl :O;("t t ion -

iz('d. t hat is.. HlIlPfH,..i illto ~r't' Iioll ~ o f 6 10 .h.' fl' ''; ('aeh
by (jo \'~rl1 mcnt ,,"ur\'c,·.
. ~'on,:l i l i(l rlfi tha t P ~'lIlJlt("(1 inclu sion of t his p ro.
\' 1~ IOIl III the Constitl1ti l'l\ i :t .wan; a~o 11 0 11'I Wo:'cr ('xisl
t ()(I i! ~·. Then, much Htl llahl(' lii nd ca pable t,r intr n:.;i,·c
drH I~ I~l11 cnt W lhi h... l.! ill hlr::,' f roid .... Now, lIIos t of th e
r r m;ulllIIg lar{!c h.. I.lill!.::S are "olu prist'il IJ r land o f
: " ICi th·r1.r low \'alu t' d (' \ vlt·.1 lIlaiu !y h I Ih··.-,tol: k gra7.I n~

a nd li ke

p ur~s.

Divjdin ~ th('~' 1 .lr~(' I l'al·I ... in tI) ~rnall {' r lIni ts for
taxit ~ ioll is u.n. UnfICt·{':o..,ary an d C'xp{' n si \'t~ pro(·(-:-s. It
1'('j I1l1r('~ addillon.!l.! " ol'k lOf l"lti llty ollk ials who IIIUst

p repare a nd ha nd le ~f' \'rra l ta x r" co rd ~ for what is
110:1 11Ally a H.in~l (' pi ('{'C' o r Jlro p~r t ~'. Th is I'rupoJo<a I
WOtlll~ I.H!rmlt the L\'~ i:-I nt ur, ' to pro\' ide for th e
tl{'Sf'T lptlon o f th ese hoilli np flll' tax r urpo:-\"'s f rre
flf r{':;;triC'lion as to t he siz,' (,f 1'1.lrecls assrs,"ied . It
tl nf'so lIot hin{! more.
This iii con fir meo b~' Ih p Cll li fnrnia Alt orl1 t' " c,{'n('ral. wh o hlL'C rulA,j th Ht Ic;! i.. lat iv (' history indicatt>s
(·J(·arly that (b e amen dm en t hu.... no l' tfed beyond the

I

th (' pn r po:-c o f remo \'in g th e r estri cti on, whit'h has
nntil no w. li mited purce-I s of land for asses,Io'; IIIt'nt purpO)OE':-o to li-t O a!? res. This has bee n cOIl!<;ider('d b,,· "Ollie
t o promot e- mo re e ffi cient nsst"!-t'\ing practi C'cs. pHr ti l'U larly ill tile' 5c" crol counties in the State ill which
there lire large r a Jl chos whi ch substan ti a lly cXi.'erd 6~O
ac res il: ~ i 7.(, .
,rhi l{' Ih r pl'nposed amf'IHlm ent would 1\ J1 Jlf'1I 1' ntle'l u nt l' fo I"orrect : h i ~ par tic ular problem, it Sl'elll~ Ihat
.~·. msi t l ~ ,· ;H i n n may no t ha\'e be<' u g i" (, 11 to i t ~ eJTl'd :1S
10 otltrr duties of as.Sl'~.. in g' office rs gl:n('rall~·.
S :IIl'C t he proposa l of th is a me ndm ent b.,· t h~ ,\ "'Si'm·
bly, ,t has tl cHlopC'. 1 t ha t th ere is co nsid erable lioub t ali
to wha t till'" alllC'lItlnw nt a ctllally mea ns und SO UIt· !'ear
as t o t h(' l11alll1(' r in whic h it m ight be int erpretl'ti by
til!' court s.
In p ro"id in)! tit is char.g-e, the wonls " for t he purpOloil' of taxat ion ". which pre vio usly u ppea red ill !'l"C ti on :t Arti cl" X ilf o f the Constituti{" ' , h;\\'(' b('(' 11
(' Iimina t ed eO lllp l (, te l~' fro m th e refer enccs t o iI :'.~es.;;
m Cllt , which nw\' nise th e qu est ion 8S f(I whc th" r
aSSt':-sl11('ut is to be mad e (or th e purpose o( \',lItl:ltiOIl,

or fol' 'he purposc of t axatio n .
"-it IJoll t il1t e lldiJl~ to do so, this amendm ent , if
ad o ptt:d. l1liJrltt in the fut u re be interpretcd by the
{'oll r ts t o t: hnn ;!l' th e trad iti ona l concept oC h\'alue" in
ns:;('ss i ng practi ces. If thi s s hould occur, man." ."l·ars
might elapse be fo re assrssi ng o ffi cials a nd cOll nt y
bo~u'ds of equalization would n~8 in have a r ('usollllbic
('oncf'p t a s t o t he co rrect proced ure t o follow.
Sillce tltis dt·ubt has been raised, it wou le! :Ippenr
t o be p ra ctictll to vot e " no" 011 the amemllll ell t a t Ihis
time, and to a llow the (Iuestion to be re5;o l\'l'd fu rther
by a future sess io n of the Legislature, particullirly 1\5
tllere is n o urgency involved.

r ('1110"81 ft"Om the Co ns titut ion of the ac r('all'e r rst ric-

END OF AR GU ME:\TS
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J OliN COTTO:\

San Diel::o, Cillifurnilt

,.

...

elective or appointive, iI expiring at the close of the
year of a general state e1ection and a Vac&llC)' &cerne.
after the commlJlCOmont of that year and prior to
the commencement of the ellSlling term, the election
to l\I1 the ofllco for the onsning fnll term shall be held
in the closing year of tho expiring term in the same

manner and with the s~ etrect as thongh Inch vacancy had not accrued. I!i the event of any vacancy,
the GO\"c Tn or s hall appoint a perso n to hold MteIt the
,'s ca nt oftice unt il th e commenee ment or fMtf'h. the

term of the judge elected to the ofllce as herein provided .

PROPERTY TAX STATEMENTS. Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 19. Alllend, Section 8 of Article XIII of COllstitutioll. Authorizes Lejrislature to penlli t annual property ta x
' 1atCll1ent s to he verified hy taxpayer', written declaration
nnder pcualty of perjury, as alt cruati \'c to verificat ion by oa t h
of ta::payer.

YES

22

Thi:- I'ropl,s .... d am ~ lldm e n t e xpress ly ~ men tl!i an
,:ccti c..u 0 : th e Coast itu t ion, th c rl' f nrp. EX·

ta xpay er I II Ih is Statt.' t o make a nd tl cli ,'er to tht:!
,'oullty nss('sso r. IlTll!ually. a stat em{'nt. ~ 8M+t

(> ' 1"11llJ!

!STING PROVISIONS ,.roposo.1 to be DELETED
,r,· prinle,1 in >"fRI Kg OtT T-+ ,.;. an d NEW PRO.
VISIONS

prnp o~" d fO

he INSERTED a rC' print ed

either by o"th or he verilled by a written declaration
that it is made under tbe penalties of perjury . set-

i ll

I·BO I'O~;. [l

•

t 'r l~ ' {\ \\'IlNI h ~ ' ~1H' h tllxpa~·{'r.

..\)! ' " O)f E;>.' T TO TIl E (,O:-';STIlTTl f)X

T he

l. (, ~ls latur c ~ hall

in:: fu rth !00lwc ifi cally a ll th e rea) a nd pe rso na l propor i n hi s possession, or
' IIHlt'r 1 1I ~ l'o ll ~ r o l. a t 12 o'cl oc k meridian , on the first
)l ,llld;;y of )I an· h.
I

BLACK·F:'r:ED TYPE.)

[-.:" , S.

by la w requi re cal'l l

I

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY FOR ASSESSMENT. Assembly
Constitutional Amendment No. 20. _\lJlelld o S('di oll 3 of Article
XIII of CO Il~titllti o ll. ElilJlillat ", rC'Iuirelllcll t tbat fCllerally
SC,·ti llll izcd l:lIHI cOlltaiuin g' ulnr,' titan 640 ac re" ,hall be u,'e, ,,ed
by sc<,t ioll s or fraeti olls of set· 1iow' .
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(Thi ... prc'po!'lf.'d amendm ent c xpr c~sly ami' \lI i s an
:-;f'cti on of th e Constituti on, ,h ul'flJr f' ,

~ hlltull'e ll

('Xi~till ~

~ ~

EXISTING PROVISIONS proposed to be DELETED
nrc pr in cd in ' :TRIJ : & ggT = - ' :.)

/l!IAe.lf t'

YES

NO

ttfttl. ~ ~ fH*I. w#tefl .J.t.As fieefl. seeHte ~ ~ Gt! dflll1l ent , sftfH.l ~

'*

I. ~ ~ IHll"llRRt'!!
tn!mti BIl . ~ ~ &fo
fl s eti el1f+ I'..f ~ Th e L (' ~i s l a ture shall provide by
fo r . th ~ a~!;(,~s ll lflll t ~ ~ ~ ~ of a,l liands

jlllW

rROr-o~r.D A) IE:-;OllEXT T O TilE CO S !'I.TITL:TIOS

S('C', 3.

NO

~.Hofte+ &t ~ t'antainillg ~ ~

tte+ Fie Il enllle,1 ~ Htto ~ ~ Ce fI"Ufl ;2UL
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